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Australian Under 21 Golf Croquet Championships 
 

Good things do come in small (young!!) packages.  Cairnlea played host to the 

Australian Under 21 Golf Croquet Championships on the weekend 24/25th  

September.   
 

Five players - Lana Sexton, Charlie Sharpe and Jamie Gumbrell from NSW and 

Jack Williams and Anthony Dask from Victoria.  The young players competed in 

a best of three round robin series.  At the end of the round robin Jack and Charlie 
had each won three matches.  The final was played as a 19point game.  In their 

last round match Jack and Charlie had three super games with Jack forcing a play

-off by beating the previously undefeated Charlie.  Charlie had not lost a game 
coming into the match with Jack and won their first game 7-2.  Jack fought back 

to win the middle game 7-5 and the third game was a cracker with some great 

clearances and long hoops.  Jack took his chance at the 13th hoop and got up. 
 

The final game was a see-sawing affair.  It was fitting it went to the 19th 
hoop.  Both young men are wonderful players and croquet will be well served 

with their on-going battles into the future.  Watch these young players at the 

World Championships. 
 

Each to the other three players - Jamie, Anthony and Lana had match victories 

with Anthony winning two of his.  
 

During their "bye" round each player was pitted against an Over 21 opponent - 
Lester Hughes, Terry Erickson, Alison Sharpe, Peter Freer and Barry Haydon. 

Matches were a best of three and the Under 21s won 3 of these contests. 

Considering each of these players was a member of a state team it was a  
wonderful achievement and great practice for them all. 
 

Many thanks to the dedicated parents, coaches, referees and spectators who made 

the weekend such a success.  The persistence of the ACA in pursuing the concept 

of development of youth is certainly being rewarded. 
 

John Grieve Tournament Manager   

 

 

L to R: Anthony Dask, Lana Sexton, Charlie Sharpe, 

Jamie Gumbrell and Jack Williams  Jacky McDonald  

presents Jack Williams   

with his trophy. 

Runner up Charlie Sharpe (left) 

with Champion Jack Williams 
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President’s Report 

If my first official duty as President, presenting State Team badges to new members of the State GC Team, was 
pleasurable, the next was painful.  

 

In September, I attended the funeral service for Valerie Lefel, whom I first met in 2005.  Valerie was returning home 
from, I think, Sydney via the Pacific and Princes Highways and stopped off at the newly formed Sarsfield Croquet 

Club to explain, encourage, coach and cajole.  As a result of that visit, I continued to have dealings with Valerie, 

both as my club’s delegate to the Golf Croquet Forum which met quarterly in Bendigo and as a GC referee officiat-
ing at VCC. 

 

I believe that it is fair to say that the development of present day Golf Croquet within Victoria and possibly Australia 

is a result of Valerie’s enthusiasm and dedication.  As the country’s first dedicated State Director of GC and later the 

first National Director of GC she pushed for uniform Rules and application of those Rules.  Within Victoria, she  

instituted the Australia Day GC Tournament and the GC Regional Championships, endowing the Lefel Shield as the 
perpetual trophy for the Region scoring the most hoop points. 

 

As I sat through her funeral service, I reflected on Valerie the person, on Valerie the player and on Valerie the  

enthusiast and concluded that Croquet within Victoria and Australia will not see her like again.   

Rest in peace, Valerie Lefel. 

 

In very late September, accompanied by Sandra Kastanaras, I attended the Vicsport forum on the Child Safe  

Standards that come into effect for Victorian sporting organisations on 1st January 2017.  As a result of that forum  
I have consulted with lawyers, the Department of Health & Human Services and the Commission for Children  

and Young People to determine how far those standards and the legislation will affect VCA and its affiliated clubs.   

I can reassure clubs that these standards are not prescriptive and that, at this stage, there is no provision for any  
penalties for non-compliance.  We will keep clubs informed in the forthcoming weeks. 

 

The Australian U21 GC Championship was played at VCC on 24th & 25th September 2016.  The field was  

disappointing, at only five players, but a round robin of best of three game matches was contested.  The player  

with the bye played an elite senior player of the likes of Lester Hughes, Alison Sharpe, Anne Quinn, etc. and if  

that had been a team competition, Juniors vs Seniors, the Juniors would have won!  The U21 Championship  
was concluded with a playoff between the two top players, Charlie Sharpe (NSW) and Jack Williams (Traralgon), 

which Jack won on the 19th hoop.  Congratulations, Jack.  

 

 

Jim Clement  
President 
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The Minutes of the VCA Meeting held since the last Management Report can be found as per below: 
 

The Committee of Management Minutes 19 July 2016 can be found on the VCA website at http://

www.croquetvic.asn.au/minutes/20160920CoM.pdf 
 

A Board Governance Workshop for VCA Directors will be hosted at VCC on Tuesday 18 October 2016. I am sure 
that what we will cover will be relevant at State, Regional and Club level. I will review the topics covered at this 

Workshop in my next Management Report. 

                 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

The VCA History for the period 1980's to 2014 is progressing well. Whilst less than half of the Clubs affiliated with 

VCA has submitted a written history for this time frame, and in a few cases, wonderful photos (see above), I am 
struck  by the resilience of our Clubs to overcome flood, drought, fire and relocation.   
 

Tales of  rabbits, ibis and cricket balls sharing our lawns and the multitude of ways we raise funds can be found in 

the History. As I write this report many of our Clubs are again affected by flooding.  
  

Thank you to those Clubs who contributed the information requested in the Club Facility Survey.  From this Survey 

we learned that over one quarter of our Clubs share either their courts and/or clubhouse with another sport and how 

much work is done by members in the maintenance of both. 
 

The World Events Sub-Committee are busy planning every aspect of the 2017 Golf Croquet World Championships. 

Tournament Management, refereeing, hospitality, courts, merchandise  and management of the website are just 

some of the areas being attended to. I was pleased to hear that some Clubs are investigating the hire of bus to ferry 

members to Cairnlea to watch the world's best at play. This opportunity doesn't present itself too often, so start  
preparations now. 
 

The events and the dates they will be held can be found at 

 http://croquetvic.asn.au/2017-gcworlds/ 
 

The Marketing & Publicity Sub-Committee are investigating ways to use the above events to grow croquet in  

Victoria. Let's hope that croquet gets a mention in all forms of media during this event.  
 

Is there a need for more referees or coaches in your Club? On 21 September 2016 all Regional Secretaries were  
requested to ascertain the demand for both within their Regions. If your Club has members who wish to accredit as a 

referee or a coach contact your Regional Secretary and they will pass on the request to me.  
 

The date of next Committee of Management Meeting is Tuesday 15 November 2016 and the date of the December  
Council Meeting is yet to be determined. 

 

 

 

 

Secretary VCA 

Management Report  

Former Shepparton Croquet Club Clubhouse, 

Victoria Park Lake  May 2002 
Shepparton Clubhouse today 
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Casterton Juniors Grow Up 
 

The ultimate aim of establishing junior croquet in Casterton two years ago was for the junior players to one day  

compete with senior members in a croquet tournament as well as regularly compete with other junior players from 

neighbouring clubs. 
 

The Casterton Croquet Club has successfully recruited a large contingent of juniors to its weekly competition and 

training days and club officials were confident that it would not take long for some of them to graduate to senior 

competition. And that is exactly what has occurred.  Some of the players have been playing the game for about 18 
months and are already playing in the senior competition. 
 

So, it was with a lot of excitement around the club recently when three of the club’s 10 and over junior players took 

to the croquet courts in Portland and competed in a Winter Ricochet Tournament with seasoned players from Port-
land, Mount Gambier, Hamilton and Casterton. 
 

Family members travelled from Casterton to Portland to watch their youngsters compete for the first time. They 

have been enthusiastic supporters of the club ever since their children started playing the game.  
 

Croquet needs young players to ensure clubs survive and the sport grows in popularity. Clubs need to make concert-

ed efforts to recruit young people. Particularly  now because an enormous amount of money is being spent on young 

women in sport such as soccer and AFL. Sports  which in the past were only associated with boys. This funding, 

combined with more funding in traditional sport for women such as basketball and netball,  makes it  imperative 
that croquet lifts its profile. 
 

It is hoped that other clubs will pick up the gauntlet and start a programme such as the one we started and make it 

possible for our youngsters to compete regularly with their own age group. 
 

Ellie Norris Secretary/Treasurer /Caster ton CC  

Left; Casterton Junior player, Lachlan  
Humphries, lines up his shot at the  

recent ricochet tournament in Portland.  

Right; Casterton Junior player, Katie 
Richardson, watches her shot in  

Portland recently.  

Bendigo Festival of Croquet 
 

Four croquet members from Horsham attended the recent Bendigo Festival of Croquet. The Winner of the Golf 

Croquet range 8-9 was Betty Etherton (Horsham), runner up was Ian Pitt (Ballarat Western). Winner GC range 9-10 

was Kathie Pitt (Ballarat Western), runner up Syd Garvey (Queenscliffe). Fay Pearson (Kalimna Park) was runner 
up to Peter Burke (Lismore) in Association range 4.0 to 11.0. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ian Pitt and Betty Etherton. 

L to R; Bill Humphreys (TM), Fay Pearson,  
Kathie Pitt and Syd Garvey. 
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Robust Turnouts for MCC's Tournaments & Social Events 
 

MCC Croquet Club's 2016 Association Croquet Open Tournament in August drew a robust response in all divi-

sions. Spread over eight days during two consecutive weeks, the tournament followed on the heels of two other 

well attended and spirited  events at MCC  -- the club's 2016 Opening Day its 2nd annual Lightning Premiership. 
2016 Association Croquet Open Tournament. 
 

A healthy total of 51 players competed in MCC Croquet Club's AC Open tournament.  There were 23 competitors 

in Divisions 1 & 2 with participants from MCC and 11 other clubs - Brighton, Brunswick, Castlemaine, Kew, Lis-
more, Monash, Quarry Hill, Ringwood, Sandringham, Yarrawonga, Williamstown.  In Divisions 3 & 4 there were 

28 participants from Elsternwick, Kew, Monash, Ringwood and Williamstown, as well as MCC. 
 

The results were:  
Div 1 a (-3 to +3):  Winner - Simon Watkins (Brighton); Runner-up-Trish Devlin (Castlemaine) 

Div 1b (4 to 6): Winner - Zenton Chorny (Brunswick); Runner-up - Graham Fahey (MCC) 

Div 2 (7-11): Winner - Trish Watts (Kew); Runner-up - Ian Philpott (MCC) 

Div 3 (12 to 16): Winner - David Rhodes (MCC); Runner-up - Keith Latham (Elsternwick) 
Div 4 (18-20): Winner -Wayne Lewis (MCC); Runner-up- Jeff Von't Steen (Monash) 
 

Tournament  Manager's Invitation.   This new feature in this year's MCC's tournament was added to encourage new 

or less experienced players to participate in tournaments, said Tom Kudelka, Tournament Manager.  Five MCC 
players competed in this block.  Ros Merry was the winner and Deborah Lloyd was runner-up. 
 

Highlights at the tournament were straight wins in all of their games by Zenton Chorny, Simon Watkins, Trish 

Watts and Wayne Lewis.   Zenton pegged out in all of his games and Simon tripled-peeled in one of his games. 
Both Tom Kudelka and club Chair Graham Fahey expressed particular gratitude to the referees.  John van der 

Touw set the timetable for the referees; the line-up included visiting referees Marie Calthorpe, Owen Edwards, Bri-

an Foley, Chris Grant, Reen Hancorne, Anna Miller and Eric Miller, and from MCC Jan Watts, Liz Duff, Graham 
Fahey and Tom Kudelka.   
 

The club's catering brigade, overall managed by Margo Kelly and Carolynne Dobbin in weeks one and two respec-

tively also garnered kudos for delivering satisfying, all-day fixed-priced menus throughout the tournament. 

Lightning Premiership 
 

MCC put this game on its calendar last year, and it's now likely to be an annual event at the club.  In the Lightning 

game, each player with only one ball aims to be the first to peg out using roquet, croquet and continuation shots. 

This year 24 members participated in three pools. Winner was Graham Fahey and runner-up was Wayne Lewis.  
Players are really taking to this fast-paced competition as a fun way to test  skills. 

 

Maggie Ruzza MCC  
 

 

More winners and grinners (front, 
seated from left): Ros Merry, Jeff 

von't Steen; (standing from left): 

Keith Latham, David Rhodes and 

Wayne Lewis. Photos by Liz Duff 

Some of the winners and grinners  (standing from 
left) Graham Fahey, Ian Philpott, Simon Watkins, 

Tom Kudelka; and (seated from left) Trish 

Devlin, and Trish Watts. 
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Murray Valley GC Singles Tournament 
 

The Murray Valley golf croquet singles tournament was held in Swan Hill on 10th-11th September. Players from 

Shepparton, Ballarat, Quarry Hill, Boort, Golden Square and Swan Hill competing on the two days.  
 

Division 1  
 Winner - Roger Bird (Quarry Hill)   

 Runner up Alan Puttick (Boort) 
 

Division 2 

 Winner – Butch Hollier (Ballarat Alexandra)  

 Runner up Ian Pitt (Ballarat Western) 
 

Division 3 
 Winner – June Hoge (Shepparton)  

 Runner up Heather Dunstone (Swan Hill) 
 

The Murray Valley Association tournament will be  
held on 14th and 15th November. 
 

Sheila Wilkinson Pr esident Swan Hill CC  

 

Sandringham CC Tournament 
 

Sandringham Croquet Club was blessed with good  

weather for its golf croquet tournament on the weekend 

of August 27/28. Fourteen players from ten affiliated 
clubs were joined by nine Sandringham members.  
 

Photographed are the winners.  
 

Section 1  Brian Rowe Essendon 
Section 2  Graeme Mee Sandringham 

Section 3  Kathie Pitt Ballarat.   
 

Runners up were Kevin Beard’ Essendon, Elaine Travis, 

Rosebud Village Glen, and Pat Smith Ballarat Alexandra.  
 

A most enjoyable weekend for all involved.  
 

Nova Ball Sandr ingham CC  

 

 
 

 

 

L to R; Elaine Travis, Graeme Mee, Brian Rowe,  

Kevin Beard, Kathie Pitt and Pat Smith. 

L to R; Heather Dunstone, June Hoge, Roger Bird,  
Alan Puttick, Butch Hollier and Ian Pitt. 
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Golf Croquet Rules Questions  
 

by John van der Touw; State Coordinator of Referees GC 
 

These questions are all about wrong ball play in a doubles game. The questions appear to be very similar but there 

are important differences. The last question is particularly tricky.  
 

Q1. After the blue ball has been played correctly in a doubles game the owner of yellow plays the yellow ball. Play is 

stopped because of the suspected wrong ball. What should happen next? 
 

Q2. After the blue ball has been played as a wrong ball in a doubles game the owner of yellow plays the yellow ball. 

Play is stopped because of the suspected wrong ball. What should happen next? 
 

Q3. After the blue ball has been played correctly in a doubles game, the owner of yellow plays the yellow ball. Just 

after his mallet makes contact with his own ball it also makes contact with another ball. Play is stopped because of 

the suspected striking fault. It is now realised that a wrong ball has been played because the owner of yellow was not 

the striker. What should happen next? 
 

Q4. After the blue ball has been played correctly in a doubles game, the owner of yellow plays the yellow ball. Just 

before his mallet makes contact with his own ball it makes contact with another ball. Play is stopped because of the 
non-striking fault. It is now realised that a wrong ball has been played because the owner of yellow was not the strik-

er. What should happen next? 
 

Q5. After the blue ball has been played as a wrong ball in a doubles game, the owner of yellow is about to play the 
yellow ball. The referee stops him and says that the owner of red should play the red ball. The wrong ball play by 

blue is now noticed. Was the referee allowed to tell Yellow that he was about to play a wrong ball, and is it too late 

to deal with the wrong ball play by blue? 
 

Q6. After the blue ball has been played as a wrong ball in a doubles game, the owner of yellow plays the yellow ball. 

Just before his mallet makes contact with his own ball it makes contact with another ball. Play is stopped because of 

the non-striking fault. The wrong ball plays by blue and yellow are now noticed. What should happen next? 
 

           My answers to the GC Rules questions are on page 11 
 

Wimmera Croquet Association Opening Day 
 

President Charles Rees (Dimboola) welcomed players from the 5 Wimmera Clubs on a cold, wintery day on  

August 8th.  
 

Past president of the Victorian Croquet Association, Val Brown opened the season and ran the first hoop. Players 
rugged up to enjoy golf croquet before enjoying a special afternoon tea provided by the Dimboola Croquet Club. 
 

Wimmera Pennant teams compete on Mondays with games in the morning and afternoon.  
 

Valmai Hood  Publicity Officer  

Betty Etherton hitting golf balls around  
the court. 

Winners  
Yvonne Warrack and 

Rosemary Rees  

Val Brown opened the season 
and ran the first hoop. 
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Farewell Valerie Lefel   29/8/1932 - 13/9/2016 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

We share some tributes upon the passing of Valerie Lefel, formerly of Newstead Croquet Club. 
 

Valerie was a key figure in the development of Golf Croquet in Victoria. Longstanding GC players will remember 
her well. Newer members will recognise her name from the Lefel Shield which is now awarded to the region  

winning the annual GC Inter-Regional Competition. 
 

The Victorian Croquet Association and players are saddened by the recent loss of Valerie Lefel.   Valerie played a 
leading role in the initial growth of Golf Croquet in Victoria and following is an extract of her eulogy written by 

Jean Baldwin. 
 

I met Valerie approximately 18 years ago when she was captain of Newstead Croquet club and she taught me to play 
croquet and in due course took me to most of the 13 district associations in Victoria. 
 

Only about 30% of Australian croquet players then played the short form golf croquet game and Valerie noticed 

there was confusion about the game rules.  So under the pseudonym of B Good and C Good we printed a Golf Cro-
quet Rules Handbook in 2000 which we distributed as we travelled to events. 
 

Valerie was qualified as a referee and was continuously consulted about rules and soon was appointed by Croquet 

Victoria as the first State Golf Croquet Director in Victoria.  Not long after she was, at the same time, appointed by 

Croquet Australia as the National Golf Croquet Director in Australia and visited all States, lecturing on game rules, 
tournament and management etc. 
 

Valerie was 1 of 2 Australians who competed in the first World Croquet Federation Women’s Golf Croquet  

Championship in Egypt. 
 
 

Graeme Gallus writes: 
 

Valerie Lefel was one of a kind. She alone did more for Golf Croquet in its early years than anyone.  
 

As an Association Croquet player I was aware of her enormous effort in introducing the game to clubs throughout 
Victoria. She gave freely of her time and travelled widely throughout Victoria. 
 

Vale Valerie. Croquet Victoria is a better Association for your efforts. 
 

Owen Edwards writes: 
 

Valerie was a leading figure in introducing Golf Croquet in Victoria. Before the rules of Golf Croquet were officially 
recognised, she led play in clubs in the triangle from Ballarat and Bendigo to Warrnambool and Swan Hill. Eventu-

ally Golf Croquet became part of the VCA and the rest is history. Many Victorian clubs owe their continued exist-

ence to Valerie's work in disseminating Golf Croquet. 
 

Valerie was also a heroine in the very first of the GC Interstate Shield matches. She was the team manager, she did 
not play at State level, but the team did not have a reserve. When one of the women members had to withdraw after 

the first day's play, the team needed an immediate replacement, and Valerie was the only person available. She was 

horrified but she agreed to play and indeed won three of her singles matches, enabling Victoria to take home the  

Interstate Shield. 



   

Vale - Ray Russell 
 

Kalimna Park Croquet Club was saddened by the loss of Ray 

in August this year when he lost his battle with cancer.  
 

Ray was an enthusiastic member of the club who was always 
coming up with new ideas to try and gain new members and 

his conversation to most people he met came around to ‘have 

you tried croquet if you would like to try just give me a call 

and I will take you to the club and let you try the game, I 
wish I had taken it up sooner’.  
 

He played in various tournaments and served as Associa-

tion  Captain for several years, was on the match committee 
and a willing helper wherever he could. 

  

Margaret Russell Secretary Kalimna Park CC  
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Vale - John Doherty 
 

John Doherty and his partner Ruth Puryer became members of Elsternwick Croquet Club when the Club was showing 

signs of closing. He has been a pleasure to play with and against and his assistance in train-

ing and assisting in improving both new and long standing members has been greatly ap-

preciated. In recent years, as he did for Brighton Croquet Club, John took responsibility for 

lawn maintenance and organised scarifying and fertilizing etc. We miss not having him 

around, his taking a break to make coffee during game and disappearance whenever there 

were races at Caulfield.  
 

Minn Stewart Br ighton Croquet Club  
 

John Doherty joined Brighton Croquet Club about 1975.  His wife Marion was an  

established member at that time.  He participated in club competitions, pennant and tourna-

ments, over many years, becoming Club Champion in 1990, 1992, 1995 and 1996.  He be-

came a referee and coach, and he and Marion both gave a great deal of time to helping new 

players with their game at the club.  They also travelled throughout  

Victoria playing and running Coaching Clinics at various venues. 
 

John was also a very useful handyman and Brighton has always taken a great deal of pride 

in its lawns, and this started with John I think.  He used to say the most important part of 

any croquet club was the lawns! 
 

He is remembered fondly by many existing members.  His generosity of spirit and  

sunny nature will be sorely missed.  
 

Daphne G. Alcorn Br ighton Croquet Club,  
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Ballarat and District Croquet Association Season Opening 
 

The Ballarat & District Croquet Association had their opening day on September 3rd.  Members from the 5 clubs 

joined in to play both golf and association croquet in the morning and afternoon, then enjoyed a lovely afternoon tea 

supplied by the members.   

 

The Mayor of the City of Ballarat Cr. Des Hudson 

officially ran the first hoop and declared the season 

open.  He also spoke of the work Council does, and 

the sport in Ballarat in general. 
 

He then sat and watched the games for quite a while, 

learning a little about the game of croquet. 
 

The season is in full swing now, and the first  tourna-
ment has been played.  The golf doubles was played 

and won by Aileen Gould and Paula Hollier. 
 

There is to be a very busy year of croquet for the  
Ballarat Clubs coming up.  The Country Association 

croquet Championships are to be played in Ballarat 

during April, while Ballarat  Alexandra Club will 
host the World Gold Championships for a week at  

the end of February.  
 

We are looking forward to croquet members visiting us 

for both of these events. 
  

Gwen Hamilton Secretary Ballar at Alexandra CC  

Hi my name is Paul Manwaring, 

I have recently taken over the Australian Croquet  
Company from Brian and June Dawson, who have  

now retired after more than 30 years of dedicated  

time and service to the industry. 

 
I thank them for passing on their knowledge  

and teachings so I can continue the journey  

and keep to the high standards they set. 
 

Cheers Paul 

 

Currently Available Products 

Dawson 2000 International MKII Croquet Balls 

1ST/2nd/3rd sets 

Association clips 

  1st/2nd/3rd sets 

Mallets 

Additional products coming soon 

auscroquetco@gmail.com 

Ballarat Mayor Cr. Des Hudson runs the first hoop to open the 

season supervised by Alexandra Club President Ian McKee.  

 

Training Classes Happening at Drysdale CC 
 

Drysdale Croquet Club  is very please to support the offer 
of a six weekly coaching class run by Eric O'Donnell from 

Lismore CC. The aim and objectives of the class are to 

instil confidence in players together with rules, tactics and 
strategies used in the game of Golf Croquet.   
 

Members  are enthusiastic and very appreciative of this 

opportunity, which is seen as being of benefit to them, and 
are following up examples  and strokes taught in classes at 

Club level and practice.   
 

It is also very pleasing to note that other Regional Clubs 

are taking advantage of Eric's initiative and participating 
regularly in these sessions. This is proving very popular 

amongst those involved, all with one goal in mind - to im-

prove knowledge of the game, rules and strategies leading 
to improved general play for one and all.  We thank Eric 

sincerely for this opportunity and appreciate his time and 

expertise.  
 

Min Rippon Drysdale CC  
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Answers to Golf Croquet Rules Questions from page 7 
 

A1. No points are scored for any ball as a result of the play of the yellow ball. Any balls moved by that play are re-

placed and the correct ball is played by its owner. Rule 11(c)(1). 
 

A2. The answer is the same as for the previous question. According to Rule 11 (f), only the last wrong ball play  
identified can be dealt with. 
 

A3. According to Rule 11 (c)(1), no points are scored for any ball and the yellow ball and any other balls moved are 

replaced. Since Rule 13 (striking fault) would have applied if the player had been the striker, the part of Rule 11(c)(1) 
which says "the correct ball is played" does not apply. Rule 11(c)(1) does not say what should happen instead so, pre-

sumably, play continues with the next ball in sequence, but which ball is that? According to Rule 1(e), after whichev-

er ball was last played, the next ball in the appropriate sequence is known as the striker's ball, and the owner of that 

ball is the striker. The Rules don't say that the play of the yellow ball was cancelled, thus yellow was the last ball 
played and the next ball in sequence is the blue. Some referees believe that play should be restarted with black, which 

is the ball following the ball that should have been played last. Although that would make sense, it is not what the 

rules say. 
 

A4. Since it was a non-striking fault, no points may be scored by any ball. Balls are replaced or left where they fin-

ished according to Rule 12 (c). According to the commentary on Rule 12(a)(1) the "the non-striking fault coming first 

cancels the stroke", so the last ball played is deemed to be the blue ball, and the turn to be missed is the one by the 
red ball, so the black ball plays next. That commentary actually refers to the situation where the striker commits the 

non-striking fault, but is seems reasonable to assume that the shot is cancelled even if played by someone other than 

the striker, otherwise there would be unintended consequences. 
 

A5. Yes, the referee was not only allowed to tell the owner of yellow that he was about to play a wrong ball, Rule 11
(h) says that an active referee should forestall play in this situation. WCF Refereeing Regulation R1(a) defines what 

is meant by an active" referee. Since blue was the last ball played it is not too late to deal with blue's wrong ball play.  
 

A6. According to the logic in the previous two answers, the play by yellow is cancelled and the last ball deemed to 
have been played is the blue. Therefore, it is not too late to deal with the wrong ball play by blue. Most referees I 

have discussed this with, however, believe that it is too late.  
 

An official ruling by the WCF would be helpful. 

                John van der Touw 

                State Coordinator of Referees GC 

Brighton Croquet Club Open Tournament 2016 
 

This year the club’s open tournament was run over the first two 3-day weekends in September. Entries were up, the 

lawns looked perfect, the weather varied from perfect to utterly horrid, the kitchen was humming with activity, and 

competition was fierce. Everyone had a super time.  
 

Players came from all over Victoria, ranging from Bendigo, Bright,  

and Geelong to Sorrento plus at least 6 metropolitan clubs.  
 

Results were as follows: 
 

Division 1:  Simon Watkins (Brighton) 

Bill Humphreys (Golden Square) 
 

Division 2:  Harley Johnstone (Sandringham) 

Brian Foley (Sandringham) 
 

Division 3:  Charles Davis (MCC) 
Kevin Maloney (Bright) 

 

Division 4:  Greg Barnes (Brighton) 
Amy Tennant (Elsternwick 

 

Jane Alcorn Brighton CC  

L to R; Club President Daphne Alcorn, 

with Greg Barnes (Div 4 winner) and  

Club Captain Lesley Cavalier. 
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CONTACTS: 

Fixtures & Tournaments   

John Grieve,   (03) 9397 2632 

Email jfgrieve@netspace.net.au 
 

State Coordinator - Gateball           

Philip Brown (Kew CC) 

(03) 9571 4395 

Email gateball@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Coordinator - Association  

John Grieve (Williamstown CC) 

(03) 9397 2632 

Email jfgrieve@netspace.net.au 
 

State Coordinator - Golf Croquet   

Lorraine Gutcher (Morwell CC) 

(03) 5134 4990 

Email golfcroquet@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Coordinator of Referees - AC 

Brian Foley (Sandringham CC) 

(03) 9584 8405 

Email acreferees@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Coordinator of Referees - GC  

John van der Touw (MCC) 

(03) 9803 3433 

Email gcreferees@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

State Handicapper - Association 

Doron Gunzburg  

0419 616 563  

Email dgunzburg@hotmail.com 
 

State Coordinator of Coaching 

State Handicapper - Golf Croquet 

Jim Clement (Sarsfield CC)     

(03) 5156 8149 

Email coaching@croquetvic.asn.au 

Email  handicapsgc@croquetvic.asn.au 
 

Association & Golf AHS1's:  
following Association and Golf tourna-

ments, and handicap updates, please send 

AHS1 forms to  Ian McKee 

PO Box 359W Ballarat West Vic 3550 

Email  anneianmckee@ozemail.com.au. 
 

 Malletsports Editor  

Rosalie Newman (Ballarat Western CC) 

Unit 20/29 Stawell St. Ballarat East 3350 

Email  malletsports@croquetvic.asn.au 

Submissions for the November edition 

due by the 30th October please 

Upcoming Events at Victorian Croquet Centre 
 

Oct 

11-12 GC & Association Seniors            John Grieve 0424 362 935 

22-23 Assoc Divisional Ch’ships; range 0.0 to 20 John Grieve  0424 362 935 

24-30 GC -ACA Handicap Ch’ships      Deniliquin 

29-30 Assoc State Squad Doubles; range 0.0 to 0.0 Stephen  Forster  
Nov 

11-13 Assoc Men’s & Women’s Ch’ships; range 0.0 to 0.0  John Grieve 0424 362 935 

19-29 Assoc ACA Open Doubles & Singles 

 

Association Tournaments around the State 

Oct 

15-16 Boort; range -3 to 20   Ian Potter  5455 2774 

15-16 Williamstown; range -3 to 6  John Grieve 0424 362 935 

24-26 Hamilton; range -3 to 20   Cicely Fenton 5571 1793 

29-30 Geelong; range 11 to 16   )  Sue  

29-30 Geelong; range 18 to 20   )  Colvin  

31 - 1 Nov Geelong r ange; -3 to 5  )  0409 431 709 

Nov 
3 - 6 Ringwood; range -3 to 2.5    )  Lorraine  

3 - 6 Ringwood; range 3 to 6    )  Seeley  

3 - 6 Ringwood; range 7 to 11    )  9870 1006 

5 - 6 Williamstown; range 7 to 20    John Grieve  0424 362 935 

14-16 Leongatha; range -3 to 20     Ann Shandley 5657 3372 

14-15 MVCA @Swan Hill  range -3 to 20   Lois Munro 0408 875 857 

17-20 Ringwood ; range 12 to 16    )  Lorraine Seeley  

17-20 Ringwood; range 18 to 20    )  9870 1006 

28-29 Korumburra; range -3 to 20     Sue Peatfield 5657 2308 

 
 

Golf Croquet Tournaments around the State 
 

Oct 
11-13 Quarry Hill; range 0 to 12  Max Elgin   5442 3573 

19- 20 - 21 Horsham; range 0 to 12  Val Hanna   5382 437913 

22- 23 Bairnsdale; range 0 to 12   Diana Forrest   5153 1365 

24-30 GC -ACA Handicap Ch’ships      Deniliquin 

Nov 

9-10 Terang (Sgls & Dbls); range 0 to 12 Aileen Bell  0409 438 284 

12-13 Wonthaggi; range 0 to 12   Sue Cartwright  5678 3347 

26-28 Brunswick Electric Light;         )     

   range 0 to 4, 5 to 7        )  

29-1 Dec Brunswick Electr ic Light;       ) Bruce McGregor   0438 873 693 

   range 8 to10, 11 to 12       )  

     
 

Gateball 

Oct 

29-30 Terang      Aileen Bell   0409 438 284 

 

mailto:dgunzburg@dodo.com.au
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